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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Walker et al (US 
Patent No. 6,41 5,264, hereinafter "Walker"). 

In regard to claims 1 and 6, Walker teaches a www server on the Internet enabling 
browsing and/or evaluation of information provided in relation to a proposed theme, as well as 
managing users' points accompanying proposal, provision, browsing and/or evaluation of the 
information (abstract); the users accessing the server through respective user terminals being 
managed by respective user Ids (column 6, lines 5-10); the each user ID being made to 
correspond to points which increase/ decrease according to such as acceptance/giving of various 
information through the WWW server (column 4, lines 30-43); and user information such as the 
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user ID and the points being recorded to an appropriate database (column 4, lines 30-43), 
wherein the WWW server comprises the following items (l)-(9): 

(1) in accordance to an operational input of a user through the user terminal, the server sends, to 
the user terminal, data for generating an input-accepting screen for inputting a theme for 
collecting information (column 6, lines 1-48; column 7, lines 4-15); 

(2) the server accepts the information-collecting theme inputted through the input-accepting 
screen displayed on the user terminal, and records the theme to an appropriate storage means 
(column 6, lines 1-48; column 7, lines 4-15); 

(3) in accordance to an operational input of a user through the user terminal, the server sends, to 
the user terminal, data for generating a screen for displaying the information-collecting theme 
and for accepting input of information relating to the theme (column 6, lines 1-48; column 7, 
lines 4-15); 

(4) the server records, to the storage means, the theme-related information inputted through the 
information-accepting screen displayed on the user terminal (colunm 6, lines 1-48; column 7, 
lines 4-15); 

(5) in accordance to an operational input of a user through the user terminal, the server sends, to 
the user terminal, data for generating a screen for displaying the information-collecting theme 
and the theme-related information (column 3, lines 55-57; column 6, lines 1-48; colunm 7, lines 
4-15); 

(6) the server decreases the points of the user who browsed the theme-related information, and 
records this to the database (colunm 3, lines 64-67; column 4, lines 33-43); 
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(7) in accordance to the theme-related information being browsed, the server increases the points 
of the user who proposed the theme, and records this to the database (column 3, lines 64-67; 
colimm 4, lines 33-43); 

(8) the server accepts the user's evaluation of the theme-related information through the user 
terminal, and records the evaluation to the storage means (column 6, lines 45-52); and 

(9) in accordance to the obtained evaluation result, the server calculates the points of the user 
who provided the theme-related information, aiid records this to the database (column 6, lines 
45-52). 

As per claims 2 and 7, Walker teaches a www server according to claim 1, wherein the 
evaluation of the theme-related information in the item (8) is a result of a vote accepted from the 
user terminal (column 6, lines 53-62). 

As per claims 3 and 8, Walker teaches a www server according to claim 1, wherein the 
server decreases the points of the user who proposed the information-collecting theme, and 
records this to the database (column 4, lines 3-5, Seller is charged points (money) for posting 
services). 

As per claims 4 and 9, Walker teaches a www server according to claim 1, wherein the 
calculation of the points in the item (9) is an addition process (column 6, lines 45-52, number of 
sales are added, number of unsatisfied customers are added). 
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As per claims 5 and 10, Walker teaches a www server according to claim 1, wherein a 
billing process to the user is conducted instead of the decreasing of the points (column 4, lines 3- 
5, Seller is charged points (money) for posting services). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hess et al (US Patent No, 6,732,161): which teaches the presentation of an interface for on-line 
customer-to-customer trading, through which a customer may submit a query and is provided 
with a web page with relevant information including theme-related items for sale. 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shabana Qureshi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3990. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am to 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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